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President’s Message 
This past winter I spent all my spare time volunteering for a 
project for my local society, the Yellowstone Genealogy 
Forum.  When Billings built their new library, YGF was 
forced to abandon all non-book collections which included 2 
cases of index cards that had obituaries glued to them from 
1955 to 1969.  For 5 years we have been searching for a way 
to get those cards out of my basement and scanned and posted 
to the internet.  After several failed attempts with various 
websites, we entered into an agreement with FamilySearch.  
Once the paperwork was in order, a large case of computer, 
lights, and camera equipment and a duffle bag of light stand 
parts soon arrived on my doorstep and the scanning project 
began. 
 Spending weeks with nothing but obituaries from basically 
one decade proved to be a fascinating immersion into the 
entire society for the time period.  As genealogists, we seek 
obituaries to answer questions about one person.  But since I 
only knew one individual in all the cards, they became pages 
in a larger story of community.  Collectively, they chronicled 
the end of an era of original homesteaders and of first settlers 
in various towns. They showed the impact of immigration as 
probably half of the deceased were born outside of the United 
States.   
 As the transitions of the years between then and now were 
erased, it reminded me that individuals must always be viewed 
in context of when they lived and died without interjection of 
modern beliefs or practices. I reminded myself not to bristle 
when the entire copy never mentioned the woman’s first name, 
instead referring to her only as Mrs. ___, or when others were 
compelled to indicate the skin color of the deceased if they 
were not white. Obituaries of this period were mini news 
articles with titles elaborating upon the person’s place in 
society and how they died, rather than by their individual 
name. Consequently, common headlines read “Stroke Fatal to 
Matron”, “Retired Local Farmer Dies”, or “Illness Fatal to 
Carbonite”. My personal favorite was “Billings Man Dies of 
Hurts”.   
 The project gave me a much better understanding of the 
process behind the images posted on FamilySearch.org and 
although this collection will soon be indexed and available for 
everyone to select only specific individuals, I am appreciative 
that I volunteered for the opportunity to get to know this era of 
my hometown’s history as a whole 

            Shawna Valentine, President

  
Big Sky Roundup 
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MSGS Executive Board Meeting Summary 
30 March 2019 

      

     The meeting was called to order by President Shawna Valentine.  Other members present included Verba 
Valentine, Shirley Rogers, Carol Elliott, Terry Atwood, Mary Pitch, Karen Huck and Fern Kauffman.  The minutes 
of the October 6, 2018, board meeting were approved.  Treasurer Terry Atwood reported the checking account 
balance as $158.83 and the savings account balance as $25,395.66. 

     First Vice President Verba Valentine discussed arrangements for the 2019 MSGS Conference in Helena, 
Montana, September 19-21, at the Delta Hotels Helena Colonial.  The theme will be “Preserving the Past.”  The 
Lewis and Clark County Genealogical Society is the host society. 
Conference Fees:  The board approved the following registration fees: 
          Full 2-Day Conference Registration with Banquet & 2 Lunches/$134 
          Full 2-Day Conference Registration with No Meals/$70 
          One-day Friday Only Registration with No Meals/$45 
          One-day Saturday Only Registration with No Meals/$30 
Increased registration fees are due to higher rental costs for the conference.  
 Meals:  One lunch will be a Deli Buffet with roast beef and turkey, pepper jack and American cheeses, iceberg 
salad, potato chips and chocolate chip cookies.  The other lunch will be a Soup & Sub Sandwich Buffet with two 
soups, an array of assembled and cut subs, and salad.  The banquet will be a plated dinner.  If purchased separately:  
Lunches will be $18.00 each and the banquet $30. 
Thursday, Sept 19:  Two workshops are planned for Thursday afternoon.  One workshop will be on the First 
Families and Early Settlers Program and application process.  An evening reception will be held after the 
workshops. 

     Shirley Rogers, 2nd Vice President, reported she had received a bid for the 2019 conference pins which will 
increase the cost of pins.  The board decided to keep the charge for pins at $5.00 per pin for 2019.  Registrar Mary 
Pitch informed the board that the Flathead Valley Genealogical Society in Kalispell has disbanded. 
     Karen Huck updated the board on renovation plans at the Lewis and Clark Library in Helena.  The renovations 
will impact the available space for the Montana State Genealogical Library which is located within the Lewis and 
Clark Library.  She is working with the Library Director and staff on options for the MSGS collection and 
genealogical activities. 
     Fern Kauffman reported that she has received 33 First Families and 26 Early Settlers applications for inclusion 
in Volume V, First Families and Early Settlers.  Carol Elliott reviewed the procedures and sources used to draft 
updated MSGS Standing Rules.  She also distributed suggested MSGS Record Retention Guidelines for MSGS 
permanent, historical and functional records.  The next board meeting will be held on Saturday, July 13, 2019, at 
10:00 AM in Helena. 

        Respectfully submitted, Carol Elliott, Secretary 
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Beaver Head Hunters Genealogical Society - Dillon 
 The Beaverhead County Museum is currently going through a facelift, thanks to our new director. The Head 
Hunters share a space in the museum, so we have had everything spruced up also. If you get to Dillon be sure to 
stop in for a visit. We would love to show you around. The Head Hunters are in the museum from 1:00 to 5:00 in 
the summer months. [The Beaverhead County Museum posts current happenings on their Facebook page.] 
 We are continuing to enjoy the presentations by John Philip Colletta every month. He is an expert speaker as 
well as an expert genealogist. Each month his topic is different so we get a wide variety of information to help us 
with our genealogical research. 
 Once a year we have a special evening dedicated to “Love Your Ancestors.” We are encouraged to bring a 
special item given to us by an ancestor, or passed down from an ancestor. It is something that has special meaning 
to us because it was from a special ancestor. Genealogy isn’t just filling out pedigree charts. It’s about remembering 
what our ancestors were like, and times we spent with them. Sometimes it’s a photo, or a piece of jewelry, or a 
letter from the ancestor. This helps to make them special to us. 

Submitted by Patricia Darling 

Gallatin County Genealogical Society - Bozeman 
    The Gallatin County Genealogical Society kicked off 2019 with a new project to establish country interest groups 
within the Society to further membership research.  Members identified interest in ten different countries.  The 
individual interest groups will determine when, where and how often to meet.  The Scotland, Norway and England 
Interest Groups held their initial meetings in January with follow-on meetings planned. 
     At the January meeting, Carol Elliott, GCGS State Liaison, proposed that GCGS volunteer to be the host society 
for the 2021 MSGS Conference and the members approved the proposal.  Carol also presented the January 
program, “Researching English Records (or Tips for English Research NOVICES!)”  She talked about British 
geography, English research in FamilySearch, the most useful major record groups, unique English research 
challenges, and tips for crossing the pond in search of ancestors. 
     Pam Henley from the Montana Historical Society Library and Sheila Bonnand, a volunteer advocate for the 
Montana Memory Project (MMP), gave an excellent program on the project at the February meeting.  The MMP 
provides access to digital collections that relate to Montana’s cultural heritage and government.  In addition, they 
demonstrated how to search through the MMP website (montanamemory.org) to access large numbers of 
collected and digitized resources that offer valuable help to genealogists searching for Montana information.   

Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison    

Great Falls Genealogy Society – Great Falls  
 At the Great Falls Genealogy Society we have been working on our library the last few months. Over the years 
we have acquired a large collection of quarterlies from all over the country. We’ve learned that many of those are 
not only indexed on PERSI, but have been scanned and are available to people to access that way. We are 
systematically going through our collection, identifying quarterlies that have been scanned, and deaccessioning 
those. This is opening up shelf space, allowing for some reorganization. 
 We have been privileged to have some excellent speakers at our meetings this winter.  

• Ken Robison spoke at our January meeting.  His presentation “World War I Montana: The Treasure State 
Prepares” was excellent and informative.  We learned that there were Montana railroad personnel who 
went to Russia to serve in that capacity.  

• In February Senior Transportation Planner and CTEP Program Administrator in the city’s Planning and 
Community Development Department, Andrew Finch, was our speaker.  He talked about his office and 
shared with us the records, both current and historical, that are held there.  This made us aware of another 
local source for information. 

What’s Happening on the 
 Local Level… 

New: Click on the title of each section to go directly to their website
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• Our March program featured Steve Schnider, owner of Schnider Funeral Home, who spoke on “How the 
Funeral Industry is Changing.”  Not only did he address the changes in what people do and do not want 
regarding funeral services, but in a Q&A session, gave us a lot of information regarding local burial 
practices.     

 We have learned that several local churches have established columbariums for their members to use.  We are 
reaching out to them for records to include in our cemetery index, making it more complete.   
 2019, aside from a severe cold stretch and near record snowfall in February, has started out well for GFGS.  
Word is circulating about the collection of Metis records we are putting together and they are being widely used.  
Our genealogy tourist season seems to have started as well.  We look forward to you coming to our library this 
summer. 

Submitted by Larry D. Spicer, GFGS President 

Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society – Helena 
 The Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society has had several meetings demonstrating genealogy software 
namely Roots Magic 7 & Family Tree Maker 2017. Even members who have one or the other of those 2 software 
programs learned something new! The librarian from the Montana Military Museum at Fort William Henry 
Harrison [Also see Helena As She Was] talked to us about what materials their library has. It is not a lending 
library, but they do have many books about Montanans during several wars. If you are interested in visiting the 
Military Museum, it is open on Thursdays. [Admission and tours are free.] One of our members attended Roots 
Tech in Salt Lake City and using videos from Roots Tech, walked us through “Intro to the Family History Guide”, 
followed by a video showing the many new features on Ancestry. She also showed us several new features on 
FamilySearch.  There was a lot to absorb, but left us excited to go home and try them all out! At the end of our 
meetings the last few months, those with smart phones downloaded the FamilySearch app and activated “Relative 
Finder” to see who in the room they were related to. 

Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President 

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum – Billings 
 The Forum started a DNA Focus Group.  It meets on the third Saturday of the month at 1:30 pm at the Billings 
Public Library computer room.  About 18 members attend to learn about using DNA with genealogy and to share 
their experiences with various testing companies. 
Programs: 
 The monthly programs are now started by a short” Back to Basics” (B2B) such as how to write dates, names, 
and locations, and how to know if ancestors owned land in America. 
 Software on your own computer is preferable to putting your family tree only on websites.  Rick Davis 
presented a program on Roots Magic software.  The next month other members talked about Family Tree Maker, 
Legacy Family Tree, and Ancestral Quest. 
 As always, volunteers are willing to help you with research in the Genealogy Room at Billings Public Library.  
If the room is empty and locked, a librarian will unlock it for you. 

Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President 

! Helpful Tip: Montana Memory Project: College & University Yearbooks 
Submitted by Larry Spicer: The following college and university yearbooks are also on Montana Memory Project: 

• Carroll College 
• Eastern Montana College / Montana State University Billings 
• Northern Montana College / Montana State University Northern 
• Rocky Mountain College 
• Western Montana College / University of Montana Western 
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! Helpful Tip: Montana Memory Project: High School Yearbooks 
Submitted by Larry Spicer: While working to complete the collection of Cascade County high school yearbooks in 
the GFGS Library, we became aware the Montana Memory Project has many digitized yearbooks in its holdings.  
Below is a list of their collection as of January, 2019:  

• Anaconda Central High School 
• Anaconda High School 
• Beaverhead County (Dillion) High School 
• Big Sandy High School 
• Billings Central High School 
• Buffalo High School 
• Cascade High School 
• Choteau High School 
• Cut Bank High School 
• Drummond High School 
• Fallon County (Baker) High School 
• Fergus County (Lewistown) High School 
• Garfield County High School 
• Hellgate High School (Missoula) 
• Livingston High School 
• Missoula County High School 
• Plentywood High School 
• Seeley – Swan High School 
• Sweet Grass County High School 
• Valier High School 
• Wheatland County (Harlowton) High School 

! Helpful Tip: Convert Files with Zamzar or CloudConvert 
Submitted by Fran Jensen: I’ve converted a lot of old, out of date files to new file formats over the years. For 
example, I have a lot of WordPerfect files that needs to be converted to Word or another similar file type. The 
service on Zamzar is both free and for a fee if you need to do a lot of conversions in a short amount of time. I’ve 
always used the Free option and have never been disappointed. If you need something converted, check it out! A 
new option is one called CloudConvert. I’ve used this program on both my desktop computer and my iPhone. With 
CloudConvert, you can quickly convert files you have stored on your computer, your Dropbox site, Google Drive, 
OneDrive, or Box. 

• Zamzar https://www.zamzar.com and also see their article about “The rise and fall of Flash” 
• CloudConvert at https://cloudconvert.com  
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_____________________________________________________ 

Now is the Time

Deadline for Inclusion in Volume V


of the First Families & Early Settlers 
of Montana is Getting Closer


Do you have a direct ancestor or a brother or sister of a direct ancestor that was in Montana before 31 
December 1929? Are you looking for a way to preserve their legacy as a part of Montana’s history? 

If so, we encourage you to participate in the First Families and Early Settlers Project of the Montana 
State Genealogical Society.  It requires research and some paperwork on your part, but if successful 
you are rewarded with a certificate suitable for framing and your ancestor is remembered in print.  A 
sample of an entry from Volume IV appears on the following page.  The top half appeared on one page, 
along with the information from another entry.  The stories appear in the following section of the 
volume.  All stories must be originally written by the submitter and not exceed half of a page in 
length.  Also, no copyright protected photos will be accepted. 

The following entry for Harvey Lane Keene and Inez Powers qualified for the “First Families” 
classification since proof was submitted that they were both in Montana prior to statehood on 8 
November 1889.  It appeared in Volume IV and is illustrative of the same format that will be followed 
for Volume V. 

The other classification offered is the “Early Settlers” which are those who have been proved to be in 
Montana from 9 November 1889 to 31 December 1929.  The same format if used for Early Settlers in 
the book.   

A complete index of ancestors that have been included in a previous volume is available at: http://
montanamsgs.org  Links to complete details, along with the Application Forms and the required 
Relationship Chart are available on our website at: http://montanamsgs.org/firstfamilies.html  We do 
charge a $10.00 fee for each application. 

So, don’t delay!  The Deadline is 10 January 2020 and will be here before we know it.  

So, start now and get your paperwork ready to bring with you to the Thursday afternoon workshop at 
the Conference in Helena.  There, questions can be answered, and you may even win a prize if you 
submit a completed application at the workshop.  Of course, mailed applications will also always be 
accepted at any time before 10 January 2020. 

If you have additional questions, contact Fern Kauffman at fnkauff@yahoo.com 
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Montana State Genealogical Society 

30th ANNUAL STATE GENEALOGY CONFERENCE 
 

Delta Hotels Helena Colonial 
Helena, Montana 

 

September 19, 20, 21, 2019 
 

FEATURING TWO NATIONAL SPEAKERS 
 

 

James M. Beidler 
 

German Life's Family Research / Familie Forschung 

columnist James M. Beidler is the author of two 

successful commercially published German genealogy 

books (The Family Tree German Genealogy Guide and 

Trace Your German Roots Online). His newest book is The 

Family Tree Historical Newspapers Guide. Beidler writes 

“Roots & Branches,” a weekly newspaper column and blog 

(at www.roots-branches.com). He is also a research-reports 

editor for the worldwide research firm Legacy Tree 

Genealogists. 
 

He will present:  
 

TACKLING THE “BORN IN PENNSYLVANIA” PROBLEM: Many researchers will find their 

research extends to an ancestor said to be “born in Pennsylvania” without additional 

information. Learn the strategies for making the needle bigger and the haystack smaller in 

this type of search! 

GERMAN IMMIGRANT WAVES: CONTRASTS AND SOURCES:  The 1700’s “Pennsylvania 

Germans” were a different breed than the “German Americans” who immigrated in the 

1800’s. This presentation shows the differences in geography, economic class, religion, and 

aspirations of – as well as sources about – the two great waves of German immigration as 

well as reviewing “the basics” of German genealogy. 

ZIGZAGGING THROUGH GERMAN CHURCH RECORDS:  Explaining the methodology of 

using the baptismal, confirmation, marriage and burial records from German church 

registers most effectively. By utilizing the different bits of information found in each, 

researchers can zigzag their way to adding centuries to a pedigree. 

PIONEERS AND COLONISTS: BACKGROUND OF GERMANS IN EASTERN EUROPE:  

Millions of German-speaking people never spent a day in today’s countries of Germany, 

Switzerland and Austria.  For centuries, German-speaking enclaves existed in Eastern 

Europe. This presentation introduces and gives historical background about these 

“Germans outside Germany”. 



 

Kris Rzepczynski 
 

A Senior Archivist at the Archives of Michigan, where he 

specializes in family history and Michigan research, Kris 

has worked in the genealogical community for nearly 20 

years. He holds a Master of Library and Information Science 

from Wayne State University and a Master of Arts in History 

from Western Michigan University. Kris has presented at 

national, state, and local conferences, including the 

Federation of Genealogical Societies, National Genealogical 

Society, Ohio Genealogical Society, Historical Society of 

Michigan, Indiana Historical Society, and for dozens of local 

genealogical societies and public libraries, and is a former 

Vice-President of Membership for the Federation of 

Genealogical Societies and a former President of the Mid-

Michigan Genealogical Society. 

 

He will present: 

 

 

BECOMING AMERICAN: RESEARCH WITH NATURALIZATION RECORDS:  Although one of 

the most important tools in family history research, naturalization records can often be very 

difficult to locate. This program will explore naturalization records, the many tools available 

to assist you in your research, and successful strategies to locate citizenship records, 

utilizing both online and print resources. 

BIG CITY BLUES?  RESEARCHING URBAN ANCESTERS:  Using case studies from Chicago, 

Detroit, and other cities, this program will explore successful strategies for researching 

ancestors in large urban centers across the US. 

MIDWEST REPOSITORIES AND ONLINE COLLECTIONS:  The Midwest is full of archives 

and libraries bursting with genealogical records and online content.  This session will 

explore some of the key research institutions and their collections. 

BEYOND NAMES AND DATES: ADDING THE “STORY” TO YOUR FAMILY HISTORY:  Our 

ancestor’s lives are so much more than just names and dates on a pedigree chart. This 

program will explore record collections and examples beyond the basics that can provide 

rich detail and reveal fantastic stories about your ancestors’ lives. 

 

FULL REGISTRATION IS $70 WITHOUT MEALS 

 or $134 WITH 3 MEALS 
 

Updates and Registration Form will appear on our website 
http://montanamsgs.org/conferences.html 
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Make plans to attend the 
30th Annual 

Montana State Genealogical Society Conference 

Preserving the Past 

2019 MSGS CONFERENCE in HELENA, MONTANA 
September 19, 20, 21, 2019

Terry Atwood 
PO Box 5313 
Helena MT  59602
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