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President’s Message 
 

 
 
As genealogists, cemeteries represent a physical 
link to our ancestors.  Finding a tombstone seems 
to provide proof that the person was flesh and 
bones, and didn’t just exist on paper as dates or 
events. It seems to provide a type of closure -- 
this person did exist and still does exist wherever 
they are buried.  
 
In reading this issue’s local society reports, 
several societies are actively learning how to 
post pictures on both findagrave.com and 
billiongraves.com.  It is wonderful how these two 
websites, both of which are free, are providing 
such valuable opportunities for genealogical 
societies, individual researchers, and for our 
ancestor’s memorials themselves. 
 
Four years ago I visited the gravesite of my 3rd 
great grandparents who died in 1880 & 1884 and 
took photographs.  At that point, the engraving 
on the old white stone was still legible.  This past 
spring, I revisited their graves and sadly 
discovered that only part of one first name was 
still legible.   
 
Preserving the memory of all stones is imperative 
and a race against time.  Photographing a 
cemetery provides a great outing for the society 
and a chance to work together.  Making the 
photos searchable and accessible helps 
researchers everywhere, and an image of the 
stone before it fades even more is priceless. 
  

Shawna Valentine, President 
 

 

mailto:smv2222@bresnan.net
mailto:blgsmarket@aol.com
mailto:JCRSAR@q.com
mailto:marlewis@mcn.net
mailto:cvwoodley@msn.com
mailto:mmpmep@earthlink.net
mailto:bubbles@itstriangle.com
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Summary of the July 20, 2013 
MSGS Board Meeting 

 

The MSGS Board Meeting met on July 20, 2013 at the Holiday Inn in 
Bozeman. Those present were Shawna Valentine, President; Verba 
Valentine, 1st Vice-President; Shirley Rogers, 2nd Vice-President; Marilyn 
Lewis, Secretary; Terry Atwood, Treasurer; Mary Pitch, Registrar; Betty 
Marshall, Past President; Pat Ludwig, Ellen Rae Thiel, Ruth Hoagland and 
Michelle Westberg. 

Roll call was taken and the minutes were read. The treasury shows $351.86 in the checking account and 
$15,989.07 in the savings account. 
Verba Valentine reported that the banquet speaker for the 2013 Conference in Bozeman will be John 
Russell, Director of the Gallatin Historical Society and Pioneer Museum.  Michelle Westberg will be the 
Bozeman Coordinator for the Conference. The flyers are ready to be mailed to all the membership. There 
will be both US and Montana t-shirts in four colors for sale. 
The 2014 Conference will be in Helena at the Colonial Inn-Red Lion September 25-27, 2014. Rooms will be 
$99.99 plus tax for single or double with 2 queen beds. It was decided to have only one national speaker 
for this Conference. There are more local speakers available in Helena. The theme has not been chosen 
yet. 
Shirley Rogers reported the pins have been ordered and she is gathering raffle prizes. She will also order 
"Fun Stuff" to sell at the Conference. 
Mary Pitch reported we have 19 societies with 692 members plus 19 individual members for a total of 684. 
The library has received several new books including the three volume DAR set. Pat Ludwig showed the 
2012 scrapbook she had done. The next five years of the Montana Death Index CD is finished and will be 
offered for $10.00 at the Conference. It was decided to put an ad in the Historical Society Magazine for 
the Conference in their summer issue.  A Montana Civil War Veteran file has been donated and it will be 
put on the MSGS website. 
The next Board meeting will be September 26, 2013 at 3:30 at the Holiday Inn in Bozeman at the 
Conference and the October Board meeting will be October 12, 2013 in Helena at 10:00 AM. 
                                                                                                   Respectfully submitted,  

Marilyn Lewis, Secretary 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

MSGS Needs YOU! 
 

The Montana State Genealogical Society has an opening for a member to become more 
involved in our Society.  Marilyn Lewis, who has served as our Secretary for the past 4 years has 
chosen not to run for re-election this September.  Consequently we are in need of a volunteer to 
serve as Secretary.   

According to our Bylaws Article VI, Section 4:  “The Secretary shall have charge of all the Society 
records, books, seals, papers and corporate records.  The secretary shall keep minutes for 
permanent record of all the proceedings of the Executive Board and general meetings.” 

Since the primary responsibility of this office is to take minutes, it is important that the person 
diligently tries to attend 5 meetings per year.  In March and October, we have a Board Meeting on 
a Saturday morning at 10:00 am in Helena.  In July, we have a Board Meeting on a Saturday 
morning at 10:00 am in the town where the upcoming conference will be held.  Then at our 
September conference, we have a Board Meeting on Thursday afternoon and the Business 
Meeting for the membership on Saturday morning.  In addition to the formal minutes, a brief 
summary of the Board Meetings are requested so they may included in the Roundup Newsletter.   

The term runs for 2 years, starting with the October Board Meeting in 2013 thru the Business 
Meeting at the 2015 Conference.  We hope you will seriously consider accepting this position.  If 
you would be willing to join the MSGS Board in this position, or need more information, please 
contact Betty Marshall at bubbles@itstriangle.com or Shawna Valentine at smv2222@bresnan.net  

  

mailto:bubbles@itstriangle.com
mailto:smv2222@bresnan.net
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The Lloyd Lippman Collection at the MSGS Library 
Submitted by Karen Huck, MSGS Librarian 

 

The Montana State Genealogical Library was donated the Lloyd Lippman collection last year in May.  
It contained 41 boxes of information.   We have been kept busy, organizing and cleaning out the 
collection.  Our advice to everyone is: “When you print a new copy, throw the old one away.”   We were 
not able to get the computer disks that he had his information on.   His RIN (Record Individual Number) go 
over 25,000.  We have an alphabetical listing by last name of all the individuals that he had in his 
collection.  This lists the individual name, RIN, birth year, parents marriage RIN, and spouse or Fathers 
Name(*) with their RIN.   We have sorted many family group sheets into numerical order.   When you find 
the name in the alphabetical book, hopefully you can find the family group sheet associated with it.   We 
have found that something changed on his system, so sometimes you must look within 3 numbers to find 
the correct name.  Most are filed under the man’s number as it is at the top of the page.  If no husband, it 
will be filed under the woman’s.   If more than one marriage, the sheets will be stapled together 

We have 5 boxes of envelopes with family information in them.   Some of the information you will find 
in the folders are obituaries, wills, pictures, weddings, and letters.   He also has family books.  Look in all the 
folders for that name as sometimes we had to file in a folder of a parent or grandparent  The family 
names that have been put together in family books are included are Anfinson; Bahma; Batemen, Robert 
Charles; Bendix, Bennion, Wm;Brekke, Dale Harlen; Brothers, Robert D; Campbell; Dean; Eubale (Iball), 
Elizabeth; Franke; Furlich; Griggs; Hazelwood; King; Kock, Kay Lee; Koecher; Lippman; Miller, Donna Mae; 
Peterreins; Roeder; Smith, C Milton; Stephenson; Timberlake, Joseph; Vorse and Washburns.   
 We also have notebooks of newspaper clippings.   We have one binder of obituaries in alphabetical 
order.   The newspaper clippings by newspaper are in order by date.   We are indexing them so that they 
will be easier to find.   The newspapers that he took articles from are the Great Falls Tribune, the Billings 
Gazette, Mouse River Journal, Towner, ND and Granville Harald, Granville, ND. 
 We still have a box of miscellaneous articles to file.  We will look for a folder to include it in, if one is not 
found, we will staple it to the back of the family group sheet.  When we are done, hopefully we will have 
half as many boxes as we started with. 
 While searching, I located a niece of my husband’s in the collection.  Some of our members also have 
found relative names in the alphabetical book and are waiting until we get everything arranged to look 
for more information.   This is a great collection, just too bad that we do not have the original information 
in the computer or that it was not submitted to a genealogy site.   At this time, we do not intend to type in 
the 25,000 names. 
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Planning for the 
24th Annual MSGS 
Conference: 

September  
26, 27, 28, 2013  
at the Holiday Inn & 
Conference Center 
Bozeman, Montana 

 
 
 
Deadlines: 
 
•   September 10: Early Bird 

Deadline. Be sure your 
registration form has been 
mailed for the possibility of 
receiving up to $49 of the 
Registration refunded. 

•   September 12: Deadline to 
reserve sleeping rooms at the 
Conference Headquarters, 
the Holiday Inn & Conf. 
Center, Phone: 406-587-4561, 
Mention MSGS Conference 

•   September 16: Conference 
Registrations must received 
by our Registrar in order to 
guarantee meals & t-shirts at 
the conference.  

 
 

 

The Complete Conference Schedule & 
Registration Form may be downloaded at: 

 

http://montanamsgs.org/conferences.html 

 
 

Holiday Inn & Convention 
Center, Bozeman 

Montana 
7th Avenue Exit off I-90 

September 26, 27, 28, 2013 
 

Book Frolic 
Check your bookcases for 
items of genealogical or 
historical interest such as 
annuals, directories, county 
histories, genealogy books, 
tapes, software or videos that 
you would be willing to donate 
for use in this silent auction.  
Besides being a great 
opportunity to shop for useful 
resources, this is a major MSGS 
Fundraiser.   

PLEASE – NO Quarterlies, or 
Outdated Material. 

Items should be brought to the 
conference area on Thursday so 
they will be ready to view 
starting first thing on Friday 
morning.  The Frolic area will NOT 
be open on Thursday for 
browsing – just for dropping off. 

 

 
 

Bozeman Pins 
We would like to encourage you 

to show your MSGS loyalty by 
purchasing and wearing a 

Bozeman Bar for the MSGS Pins.  
At only $5, they are a great 

souvenir of the conference and 
may be combined with previous 

and future years. 
 

A special prize drawing will be 
held at conference just for those 

wearing their Bozeman Pin! 
 
 

 
 

Door Prizes 
 

These are always fun to 
get, but we need items to 

give away at our meal 
events. 

 
Please turn them in to the 
Registration Desk when you 
pick up your badges 
 

 
 

Local Society Reports at Lunches 
Meals at conferences are a great way to meet and visit with new people and to learn 
what is happening around the state.  Each meal provides time to visit among your table 
mates and both lunches are utilized as a time to share what your local society has been 
up to for the past year.  Time is given to a representative from each local society present 
at lunch on either Friday or Saturday to give a brief summary of their accomplishments 
and activities for the year. Reports shouldn’t be elaborate or lengthy, but give some 
thought as to who will speak for your society and what your year’s highlights have been or 
what you are looking forward to next year! 
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Calling for Award Nominations 
 

The Anna Mae Hanson Award is given by MSGS in acknowledgment of dedicated service in the 
genealogical community.  Named in recognition of Anna Mae Hansen, a founding member of MSGS 
that quietly gave many, many hours and never asked to have attention for her efforts.  Because of her 
fine example to other genealogists, an annual award is given at the state conference in her name to 
a genealogist who is an outstanding person, works beyond what is expected of them and is very 
dedicated to the field of genealogy. 
MSGS will also accept nominations for the Al Huntsman Award.  Named in honor of past president, Al 
Huntsman, this award will be presented to businesses or individuals who are not affiliated with a 
member genealogical society, but have been instrumental in helping promote genealogy. 

 
Nominations for either award will be accepted from any MSGS member and should be 
submitted in a written letter sent to Awards Committee Chairman, Mardi Whitmore, PO Box 
1111, Livingston MT  59047 or emailed to her at mardellaw@juno.com so she has it by September 
10th.  Awards will be presented at the banquet Friday evening at the conference. 
 

Memorial Service 
 

If a member of your society has passed away since the last conference, please let Judy Cohen know 
ASAP so that she may include them in the Memorial Service at the Friday Evening Banquet. 
 
An obituary & picture are appreciated. 
 
Judy’s email address is:  bumpie6@bresnan.net  

mailto:mardellaw@juno.com
mailto:bumpie6@bresnan.net
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We would love to be able to publish 

your Society’s News. 
 

Please submit items to Shawna at 
smv2222@bresnan.net 

 

 

Beaver Head Hunters – Dillon: 
The Head Hunters do not meet in the summer, but we always have a summer outing. This year it will be 

a picnic at the cemetery and a demonstration of grave dowsing by Al Stoner. This event will be on July 
27. The picnic will be followed by a session on using the web site BillionGraves.com, and learning how to 
take tombstone photos for the web site. 

The Summer Volunteer Program offered by the Head Hunters at the Beaverhead County Museum is 
well underway. We have volunteers available every afternoon from 1:00 to 5:00 during June, July, August 
and September. We offer free research assistance to visitors seeking information about their Beaverhead 
County ancestors. Many people have gained significant data about their ancestors from our resources, 
and are often thrilled to find old family pictures they have never seen. 
 In August the Head Hunters will have their annual Cemetery Walk at Mountain View Cemetery. Several 
members, dressed in period clothes, will stand by the grave of an early Dillon settler and tell the story of 
their life. This program has drawn a lot of interest from Dillon residents, and even out of town visitors have 
been excited about attending. It is becoming a very popular program. Drinks and snacks are provided at 
the end of the program while we visit and hear suggestions for future programs. 

Submitted by Pat Darling, BHH Liaison 
 
 

Broken Mountains Genealogical Society – Chester  
We have finally completed a part of a project started a year ago—mapping our county cemeteries.  

During the year we have been working at updating each of our records of the cemeteries and walking 
the graves to confirm the data on each record and we did that for the Old Catholic Cemetery which is 
part of the Chester Cemetery.  With this data we were able to make an updated indexed list of those 
persons in this particular cemetery and to have the map itself digitalized. 

With the help of a local boy scout working on his final scout 
project, we have this material up at the cemetery in a partially 
enclosed structure.  He did the coordinating of the project 
and helped secure and fortify the structure.  He then put in a 
window type display board with the blessings of the County 
Commissioners, the Cemetery Board and the other 
participants including our Broken Mountains Genealogical 
committee.  We then went out with our maps digitalized and 
printed as a personal project in the CJI shop class and made 
up the display. Now we are doing the larger section of the 
Cemetery and will update the list and the larger map. 

Another project in the works right now is working with a 
genealogical research family that will be coming to our community thanks to the work of Betty Marshall 
who was able to find a treasure trove of information in our library and also at the local Museum, where 
she is the President of that board.  They will come to work with Betty and also be guests of honor at a 
social she is organizing at the Museum.   

Our projects continue to be digitalized and then put up on our web site which is maintained by Sean 
Knighton our local Physician Assistant who has taken an active role in our organization.  He has assisted 
several of our committees in compiling some of the materials we have collected. 

Submitted by Pat Ludwig, BMGS Liaison 
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Central Montana Genealogy Society – Lewistown 
 Our member Tom Wojtowick put together a flyer of the Lewistown Cemetery with many graves 
marked of prominent people, veterans, unusual tombstones and unusual names. It was posted at the 
cemetery for Memorial Day so people could do their own cemetery walk.  We hope we can do the 
Catholic Cemetery next year. 
 Our August meeting will be an indoor picnic and social event. 
  Submitted by Marilyn Lewis, CMGS President 

 
Flathead Valley Genealogical Society – Kalispell 

The Flathead Valley Genealogical Society has been busy.  In May we hosted a meet and greet to let 
residents in the county know what we are doing.  In June we had a fantastic program on the meaning of 
cemetery headstones and cemetery art as well as information on how to take pictures using mirrors and 
digital cameras so that we can add to the find a grave databases for the area.  July was a follow up with 
a cemetery walk where we took pictures of around 500 graves which will be posted to find a grave.  Lon 
Brown is doing a fantastic job with our website and if you haven't had a look at it, be sure to take a peek. 
You can find it at flatheadgenealogy.org.     

Submitted by Vickie Rowley, FVGS Liaison 

 
Great Falls Genealogy Society – Great Falls 
   We do not hold general meetings in the summer months as too many members are doing summer and 
other things. So not much has gone on here. We did get our lease with the Public Library renewed for 
another five years. We are going to be at 301 2nd Ave North - third floor - for awhile. We staff the Public 
Libraries special local history room, the Montana Room six hours a day and six days a week for rent. Our 
library space is directly behind the Montana Room and, of course, we staff it also. That requires at least 2 
volunteers for the six hours and the six days but so far we've covered it fairly well. 
   We did get a slight expansion in the space allotted us and are working out the best way to rearrange 
things. 

Submitted by Dennis Sugden, GFGS President 

 
Lewis & Clark County Genealogy Society – Helena: 

In the last report to the Roundup I mentioned that our member Betty Poucher gave a very moving talk 
about searching for her birth mother. The local newspaper caught wind of her talk and featured her on 
the front page of the Helena Independent Record on Mother’s Day with excerpts of her story! Since then 
we have participated in the Lewis & Clark County History Fair on the Walking Mall on May 18th, had a 
speaker from Great Falls telling of her research to become a member of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and how her ancestor assisted George Washington during the Revolutionary War. In May local 
free lance sports writer Curt Synness spoke to us about Fannie Sperry Steele who he considers Montana’s 
greatest athlete. Fannie was the 1912 & 1913 International Bronc Rider having won in Calgary and 
Winnipeg respectively. His talk included many slide show photos to illustrate his talk. He also brought 
along balladeer Judy Fjell who had written a song about Fannie called “To Chin the Moon—the Ballad of 
Fannie Sperry Steele” which she sang for us. Having learned that Curt’s brother Trent has started a 
museum honoring Fannie located on the original Hilger Homestead at the base of the “Sleeping Giant”, 
we had our annual picnic at the museum and thoroughly enjoyed Trent’s talk about Fannie, the Hilgers, 
the Synnesses and related kin. Trent also gave us a tour of several of the original buildings including the 
barn and the Hilgers’ second home that was turned into the school house for the many Hilger and 
neighboring children. 

Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President 

  

http://flatheadgenealogy.org/
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Yellowstone Genealogy Forum – Billings 
In April, the Forum continued presenting programs on local resources. The speaker was Emelie Eaton of 

the Laurel Preservation Society. The Society was founded in preparation for the town’s centennial 
celebration in 2008. They worked with the journalism class at the high school to prepare a history. 
A nursing teacher, Kelly Shumway, from MSUB City College gave an interesting talk on why you need to 
know your family’s medical history, for at least for 3 generations. Our current health is affected by our 
lifestyles and our genes. She also had handouts on Archaic Medical Terminology, Medical History and 
Your Family, and Adult History. 

The May meeting is always the Forum’s Annual Meeting. Along with election of officers, members 
present overviews of projects for the past year and thank volunteers. The president gives a review of the 
past year’s activities. We celebrate with cake. 

Smith Funeral Home is the oldest existing funeral home in Billings. It was established in 1896 as Smith’s 
Livery Service. The program in June was presented by Jerrod Scherer who has been with Smith’s since 
1975. He explained the records that are kept and how they evolved over the years. A Forum member has 
been creating an index of the records that is on the computer in the YGF Library.  

As the new Billings Public Library is being built, volunteer librarians have reviewed each item in the YGF 
Library for retention value. Many books will be for sale. These will be offered to Forum members then to 
genealogy societies. The bookcases are also for sale.  
We have been trying to find a home for three file cabinets containing about 110,000 obituaries, collected 
from the Billings Gazette from 1982 to 2004. These are free for the hauling. These are not specific to Billings 
or Yellowstone County as the Gazette has a large circulation area. Currently, the cards for Billings 
Mountview Cemetery and small cemeteries in eastern Yellowstone County are being pulled to give to the 
cemetery caretakers.  

If you are in Billings and need help with research, librarians are available in the YGF Library on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays from 1 to 3 p.m. KULR8 television heard about this service and 
interviewed a Forum member for the evening news on July 10. You can find George Mowat’s interview 
on KULR8 website. 

The Forum also made front page news on July 5th in the Billings Gazette. Ed Kemmick interviewed Judy 
Cohen, Al Page, and P.J. Smith regarding the Beth Aaron Cemetery project. This started three years ago 
as a Find A Grave project. The final product was a binder given to Beth Aaron Congregation that 
contained photos, obituaries or news stories, and a map. Thanks to Jason Herman and Judy Cohen the 
photos and obituaries are also posted on Find A Grave. 

Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
A Thought from the 1st Vice President of MSGS: 
 

There are several societies who either don’t have the membership to host a conference or do 
not have a facility large enough to house a conference sooo…   I was wondering if any of 
you would be willing to provide funds towards the coffee needed for a conference?  MSGS 
tries very hard to keep the Registration Cost of our Conferences down and providing coffee is 
expensive.  The cost usually runs at least $200 for a conference.  Any amount would be so 
helpful.  We would give you recognition both at the coffee table and in the program that is 
distributed at the conference.  I know there are those of you would like to help but 
circumstances are such that you can’t. 
 
This would be a wonderful opportunity to participate in the conference.  Please think about it 
and let me know. 

Verba Valentine 
blgsmarket@aol.com 
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The Roundup accepts submissions of historical and genealogical interest that have 
a Montana connection.  Examples include, but are not limited to, brief family or town 
histories, Church or Court Records, Cemetery transcriptions, Newspaper abstracts, 
Bible Records, Letters, descriptions of holdings and hours of Research Facilities within 
the state, and instate attractions of historical interest.  Photos may also be accepted if 
some type of written description of the photo’s content accompanies them.  All 
submitted materials must include a cover letter from the submitter giving Montana 
State Genealogical Society permission to publish. 
Questions, proposed articles and photos may be sent electronically to Shawna 
Valentine.  The editor reserves the right to accept or reject any submitted material, as 
well as the right to edit copy. 
 

 
 
 

Obituaries of Montana Born People  
Found in The Arizona Republic Newspaper, Phoenix, Arizona 

Nov 2012 through Mar 2013 
Index by Al Stoner 

 
BARRY, Dr Vincent Dean, born about 1935 in Butte, Silver Bow Co, MT 
                        Died 1 Nov 2012 Globe, AZ 

BRENNAN, Wesley William, born 18 May 1927 in Missoula, Missoula Co, MT 
                        Died 18 Dec 2012, Sun Lakes, Maricopa, AZ 

CHAVEZ, Pamela Joyce (KOSKI), 4 Sep 1954 in Missoula, Missoula Co, MT 
                        Died 13 Jan 2013 in Phoenix, Maricopa, AZ 

CLARK, Karen (SCHAEFFER), born 6 Sep 1950 in Lewistown, Fergus, MT 
                        Died 4 Jan 2013, Wittman, AZ 

HEIMBICHNER, Edward Edwin, born 18 May 1928 in Billings, Yellowstone Co, MT 
                        Died 29 Nov 2012 in Mesa, Maricopa, AZ 

HOBART, Vincent Jerome, born about 1918 in Helena, Lewis & Clark Co, MT 
                        Died 21 Mar 2013 in Mesa, Maricopa, AZ 

JACQUES, Mary Ellen (MEHRENS), born 30 May 1950, Anaconda, Deer Lodge, MT 
                        Died 10 Jan 2013, SanTan Valley, AZ 

KAUFMAN, Marget Ann (PARKER), born 26 Aug 1917 in Big Sandy, Chouteau Co, MT 
                        Died 29 Dec 2012 in Scottsdale, Maricopa, AZ 

LIEN, Wayne E., born 12 Jan 1926 in Scobey, Daniels Co, MT 
                        Died 19 Dec 2012 in Mesa, Maricopa, AZ 

McKENZIE, David E., born 1933, Big Timber, Sweet Grass Co, MT 
                        Died 28 Dec 2012 in Phoenix, Maricopa, AZ 

MULLET, Timothy James, born 12 Jul 1918 in Bloomfield, Dawson Co, MT  
                        Died 5 Jan 2013, Tempe, Maricopa, AZ 

OLSON, John, born about 1944, Edmonton, ALB,CAN, grew up in Alberton, Mineral Co, MT             
                       Died 13 Dec 2012, Tempe, Maricopa, AZ 

REDMAN, Peggy (TROWER) KENNA, born 21 Sep 1930 in Billings, Yellowstone, MT 
                        Died 2 Dec 2012 in Chandler, Maricopa, AZ 

STROUP, Charles “Chuck”, born about 1943 in Billings, Yellowstone Co, MT 
                        Died 11 Feb 2013, Phoenix, Maricopa, AZ 

THOMSEN, Kathryn “Kay” (SCHROEDER), born about 1942, Whitefish, Flathead, MT 
                        Died 27 Nov 2012 in Mesa, Maricopa Co, AZ 

WAMSLEY, Barbara (WILSON), born 12 May 1923 in Lewistown, Fergus Co, MT 
                        Died 11 Dec 2012, in Helena, Lewis & Clark Co, MT 
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Terry Atwood 
PO Box 5313 
Helena MT  59602 
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